Importing Cars from the UK to NZ: A 
Comprehensive Guide 


Introduction: 


Importing cars from the United Kingdom (UK) to New Zealand (NZ) has become an 
increasingly popular choice for automobile enthusiasts and individuals looking for 
unique vehicles. With a wide range of options and competitive pricing, the process 
of importing cars from the UK to NZ can be an exciting endeavor. In this 
comprehensive guide, we will explore the steps involved, the benefits, and the 
considerations to keep in mind when importing cars from the UK to NZ. 


Research and Selection: 


Before diving into the importing process, it's crucial to conduct thorough research 
and identify the specific car you wish to import. Consider factors such as make, 
model, year of manufacture, condition, and any modifications you may desire. 
Online platforms, UK-based dealerships, and car forums can provide valuable 
information and aid in your decision-making process. 


Compliance and Regulations: 


Importing a car from the UK to NZ requires adhering to specific compliance and 
regulations. The New Zealand Transport Agency (NZTA) has outlined guidelines to 
ensure that vehicles meet safety, emissions, and structural standards. It is crucial to 
engage a Registered Automotive Workshop (RAW) in the UK to conduct the 
necessary inspections, testing, and certification to comply with NZTA requirements. 


Import Costs and Logistics: 


Importing a car involves several costs that should be considered. These include the 
purchase price of the vehicle, shipping costs, insurance, customs duties, Goods and 
Services Tax (GST), port handling fees, and compliance-related expenses. It is 
advisable to work with a reputable freight forwarding company experienced in car 
imports to handle the logistics and provide accurate cost estimates. 


Shipping and Transport: 


Selecting the appropriate shipping method is crucial when Import Cars From UK 
To NZ. There are two common options: Roll-on/Roll-off (RoRo) and container 
shipping. RoRo is cost-effective but provides minimal protection, while container 
shipping offers better security but at a higher cost. Ensure you choose a reliable 
shipping company that specializes in vehicle transportation and offers 
comprehensive insurance coverage. 


Customs and Duties: 


Clearing customs and paying the necessary duties is a crucial step in the import 
process. Upon arrival in NZ, the vehicle will go through customs clearance, where 
you will need to provide the necessary documentation, such as the Bill of Lading, 
customs declaration, and compliance certificate. Pay attention to any applicable 
customs duties, GST, and other fees, which will be calculated based on the vehicle's 
value. 


Compliance Certification: 


To legally drive the imported vehicle in NZ, it must undergo compliance 
certification. A Registered Entry Certifier in NZ will inspect the vehicle to ensure it 
meets the country's safety and emissions standards. The compliance process 
includes structural inspections, emissions testing, and verifying the presence of 
required safety features. Once the vehicle passes the certification process, it can be 
registered and licensed for road use. 


Insurance and Warranties: 


Obtaining comprehensive insurance coverage for your imported car is essential. 
Engage with insurance providers who specialize in covering imported vehicles to 
ensure adequate protection against theft, damage, and accidents. Additionally, 
consider warranties offered by the seller or extended warranty options to safeguard 
against potential mechanical issues. 


Conclusion: 


Importing cars from the UK to NZ offers a unique opportunity to own a desirable 
vehicle with a rich automotive heritage. However, it's important to conduct 
thorough research, follow compliance procedures, and work with experienced 
professionals throughout the process. By understanding the steps involved, 
considering the associated costs, and complying with regulations, you can 
successfully import a car from the UK to NZ and enjoy the rewards of owning a 
distinctive vehicle on New Zealand roads. 


